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DEPARTMENT OF ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS — CHILD ARTISTS — 
CARROLUP NATIVE SETTLEMENT 

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.07 pm]: I rise today to 
make a brief statement about the transfer of materials produced by the child artists of the Carrolup native 
settlement from the Department of Aboriginal Affairs to Curtin University’s Herbert Mayer Collection of 
Carrolup Artwork. The history and story of this collection is as tragic as it is fascinating. The artworks were 
created between 1946 and 1950 by the Aboriginal child artists of the Carrolup native settlement mission, 
children who were part of what is now known as the stolen generations. These children were aged between seven 
and 14. The department acquired a small but significant collection of material between 1992 and 1998, which 
was anonymously gifted to the department. Curtin University’s collection, which was transferred from 
Colgate University in 2013, comprises 122 artworks and will be immeasurably enriched with the addition of the 
department’s artefacts. 
I had the opportunity to see some of the letters penned by the child artists that are part of the DAA collection. 
I also had the opportunity at the event to meet Elaine Wallam, the daughter of Edie Wallam, who was the only 
female Carrolup artist to produce artworks in landscape form. During the ceremony I was honoured to show 
Elaine a phenomenal piece of work by Edie when Edie was approximately 14 years old. 
The addition of the department’s collection to the Herbert Mayer Collection greatly enriches our understanding 
of this period of Western Australian history and the cultural heritage and history of this nation. The continued 
development of the Carrolup collection has shown tremendous potential for research and education, and there are 
plans to establish the Carrolup education and research centre within the John Curtin Gallery building at 
Curtin University. This transfer of the department’s collection is an exemplary model of collaboration between 
the department and Curtin University, which is also committed to a range of Carrolup and stolen generations 
research and outreach projects, including the Gathering the Oral Histories project. 
In conclusion, this occasion exemplified how embracing our shared history is fundamental to genuine 
reconciliation. By bringing people together and celebrating difference and nurturing respect, it helps us to 
acknowledge past and present sadness and to remain committed to working together for a better future. 
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